In vivo assessment of prenatal developmental toxicity in rodents.
This unit presents two basic protocols for testing prenatal developmental toxicity in rodents. The standard protocol for assessing prenatal developmental toxicity, often referred to as a Segment II study, describes the methods used for performing cesarean sections and examining cesarean-delivered fetuses for external, skeletal, and visceral alterations. The protocol for the Chernoff/Kavlock assay, a developmental toxicity screen, describes methods for examining parturition, and postnatal growth and viability of prenatally exposed litters.